
Pop Culture Assignment 
Created by Jenn Goetz, Centre College 

 
For this assignment, students will describe an aspect of pop culture that they believe has a 
connection to the class. Each student will make a brief (4-5 minute) presentation that explains the 
concept and describes how it relates to the course material. Students should describe the concept 
as if no one in the class is familiar with it; that is, provide the background and explain why the 
concept is relevant to their own culture (e.g., generationally or internationally). At the end of 
your presentation, propose a question for class discussion. 
 
The goals of the assignment are to 
• encourage students to connect concepts and theories to their everyday life 
• give students from different cultures and backgrounds a chance to educate their classmates 

on their culture 
• make implicit "majority" culture references explicit 
• help students feel more comfortable making presentations 
• create a "jumping off" point for discussion, allow students to creatively and informally 

connect concepts from the class to their everyday lives, and build a shared culture in the 
classroom. 

 
Here are some examples that would meet the assignment goals: 
• Explain why people complained that Abby, from in the Play Station game The Last of Us II, 

was assumed to be transgender because of her body type. Connect this to societal 
assumptions about gender-based physical appearance. 

• Describe the John Mulaney segment where he states that he is “probably gay, based on the 
way he walks and talks,” but actually identifies as straight. Connect this to the assumption 
that we can identify another person’s sexual orientation by their physical appearance and 
actions. 

• Bring in a “selfie-stick” and explain how it is an embodiment of individualized culture. Ask 
the class why they are still frequently used in in collectivist cultures like China and Japan. 

• Explain the concept of “finsta” (a fake Instagram account), the reasons people have them, 
who typically uses them, and what they are used for. Connect this to the discussion of public 
and private selves and self-presentation. 

 
Grades are based on the clarity of the description, identified aspect of culture, and its connection 
to the course.  
 
 


